Dear Friends, April 2008

Much has been accomplished. However, much more rd=eto be done before the end of
session. The leadership from the legislative andecutive branch are working on a budget
agreement. | continue to have concerns about usirtige Health Care Access Fund to
balance the budget. The first budget offer by th&overnor raided the Health Care Access
Fund by $250 million. The latest offer took $125 itlion from the Fund. The use of any
money from that Fund is unacceptable. We are oblajed to keep our word to providers
and use the money from the Fund for health relatetssues.

Senator Lynch and Senator éenjem work on the Senate floor

It is a privilege to serve.
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ANN LYNCH, DISTRICT 30



Conference Committees

In the past two weeks | have been appointed to thdealth Care Reform Conference
Committee and the Higher Education Policy Conferene Committee. In addition, | am
chairing the Conference Committee for SF 3138, regding the Minnesota Department of
Health Newborn Screening Program.

Tax Bill

As a result of the Tax Bill passed by the Senate ipril, all Minnesota property tax payers
would see relief from a $115 million increase in ate aid to cities, counties, and townships.
Since the state drastically cut aid payments in 2@) many local governments have been
forced to raise local property taxes to provide bas services like police and fire protection.
Restoring some of these cuts will provide relief thome owners who have experienced
double-digit property tax increases in recent years

Another portion of the Tax Bill allows seniors, ages5 or older who have lived in their home
for at least 25 years, to have their property taxesapped at 2009 levels. Homeowners must
have less than $40,000 in annual income to qualifgr this program, which is intended to
help those on very fixed incomes catch up from yearf unmanageable property tax
increases.

The Senate’s Tax Bill also raises $150 million toetp close the nearly $1 billion budget
deficit. Most of that money comes from closing taloopholes that allow corporations to set
up off-shore “shell” companies to avoid paying Minesota taxes.

The Senate Tax Bill was also designed as an economstimulus and creates an estimated
7,000 jobs.

Progress on the Dental Bill

The Oral Health Practitioner bill that | have beenworking diligently on this year has been
incorporated into Senator Sandra Pappas’ Higher Edaation Policy bill. | thank all
stakeholders for coming together and reaching a copromise. The 2008 legislation would
include the following requirements:

- All oral health practitioners must practice in safay net settings and serve low-
income, uninsured and underserved patients.

- Oral health practitioners must be supervised by a Mhnesota-licensed dentist
currently practicing in Minnesota who has at leasthree years of dental practice
in the U.S. A written collaborative management aggement would be required.

- Practitioners must pass a comprehensive examinaticapproved by the Board of
Dentistry and be administered independently.

- A working group of stakeholders will report to the legislature in December 2008
with a recommendation on an implementation schedulthat allows for
enrollment of students in an oral health practitiorer program by fall 2009.



Sen. Rosen (Co-Author of the Dental Bill) armhSLynch talk on the Senate floor

New Mn/DOT Commissioner Appointed

This week, the Governor appointed Tom Sorel as Minesota’s new Transportation
Commissioner. Sorel has held various positions with the Federal Highway

Administration since 1978, most recently heading # agency’s Minnesota office. He earned
his degree in civil engineering, along with a mastes degree in business administration.
Sorel has pledged to make rebuilding the public tret with Mn/DOT a top priority, along
with generating innovation and new technology withn the department. Legislators were
pleased with the selection of a transportation expeto lead Mn/DOT. Confirmation
hearings will be held to allow Sorel the opportuniy to outline his vision and strategies for
enhancing the safety and viability of Minnesota’sransportation system.

Senate Confirmations

The Senate confirmed several appointments this wedd various Boards for the State of
Minnesota including the following Rochester area reidents:

Board on Judicial Standards - Randy R. Staver
Board of Electricity — Anthony C. Toft

Plumbing Board — Jim Gander



Mark you Calendar

Monday, June 9", 2008

7:00 p.m.

“Coffee and Conversation”

Legislative wrap-up

Board Room of the Government Center

Contact information

If you are at the Capitol please stop by and say helloeedback, concerns, and questions from constituents
are always welcome. | can be reached...

By mail:

G-24 State Capitol Building By phone: 651-296-4848
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. By fax: 651-296-6511

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 By email: sen.ann.lynch@senate.mn

Representing the communities of Chatfield, Dover, Elgyota, Plainview, Stewartville and Rochester
Committees: Vice Chair, Health & Human Services Budget Divisidigher Education Budget & Policy Division
Educatiore Health, Housing & Family SecurityCapital Investment_egislative Commission on Pensions &
Retirement



